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Yellowstone's  past, 
years  ago,  then  13 

240  cubic  miles  of  c 
forming  a  30-  by  45 
map  The  magmatic 


rid  New  Zealand  and  Iceland  are  Known  for  gey- 
present,  and  future  lies  volcanism   About  2  million 
million  years  ago,  and  again  630,000  years  ago, 
ions  occurred  here.  The  latest  spewed  out  nearly 
lebris   The  parVs  present  central  portion  collapsed 
catdera.  or  basin  — see  dashed  outline  on  largi 
powering  those  eruptions  still  powers  the 
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mountains  flank  the  park's  volcanic  plateau,  rewarding  both  eye  and 
spirit   Yellowstone's  wildlife  includes  bison  (buffalo),  elk.  gnuly  and 
black  bears,  trumpeter  swans,  and  Yellowstone  cutthroat  trout   Veqet-i 
tion  types  range  from  near-desert  veqetation  near  the  North  Entrance 
to  subalpine  meadows  and  forests  on  Mount  Washburn   Lodgepole 
pine  covers  60  percent  of  the  park  ,ind  makes  up  80  percent  of  the 
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forested  areas.  Yellowstone  would  be  a  premier  national  park  tor  its 
scenery  or  wHdlite.  but  it*  History  abounds  in  colorful  tales,  too,  of  fur 
trappers  — Jim  Bridger  and  Osborne  Russell  — and  explorers,  surveyors 
photographers,  and  artists   William  t+ 
Thomas  Moran's  sketches  influenced  Congres 
stone  as  the  world's  first  national  park  In  1872 
has  become  a  land-use  model  for  many  nation 
evolved  from  a  pleasuring  ground  and  wildlife  refuge  to  today's  Bio- 
sphere Reserve  and  World  Heritage  Site,  too   The  guide  below  helps 
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your  time  in  Yellowstone  II  gives  capsule 
ie  Grand  Loop's  figure- eight -shaped  n 
jark's  major  attractions  Facilities  and  ser 
vices  are  shown  on  the  maps  and  are  found  in  gateway  communities, 
too  Jickson  and  Cody,  Wyo  and  West  Yellowstone  Gardiner,  Silver 
Gate,  and  Cooke  City,  Mont  Ask  at  a  visitor  center  for  other  publica- 
tions to  help  you  see  and  grasp  the  park  s  significance— because  its 
roads  sample  only  a  fraction  of  Yellowstone  The  rest  of  the  park  is 
backcountry.  traversed  by  more  than  1,000  miles  of  trails. 
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Exploring  Yellowstone 


Yellowstone  National  Park 
Idaho/Montana/Wyoming 


National  Park  Service 
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